
Special Notice to 
Absentee Voters
The U.S. Postal Service estimates that it may take 2 to 5 days for your voted absentee ballot to be 
delivered to your board of elections by mail.  To make sure your absentee ballot is counted, you have 
the responsibility for returning your ballot by one of the following methods by the required deadline.

►► You should not use a postage meter or an online service (such as stamps.com) to affix postage.
►► It is your responsibility to make sure the ballot has enough postage. 
►► If you do not vote your absentee ballot and instead decide to go to your assigned polling place on 

Election Day, you must vote by provisional ballot.

Special Notice to 
Absentee Voters

In Person

If you are returning your absentee ballot in person to 
your board of elections, you must do so by 7:30 p.m. on 
Election Day. 
Remember, your spouse, child, or close relative may 
deliver your ballot to the board of elections for you.

For specific voting hours, please visit:  
www.MyOhioVote.com/VotingHours.html.
Once you have sent in a request, you can track the 
request as well as your ballot online here:  
www.MyOhioVote.com/toolkit.html.

By Mail

If you are returning your absentee ballot by mail, it must be 
received by your board of elections by 7:30 p.m. on Election 
Day OR be postmarked by the day before Election Day.  If 
you are mailing your ballot during the week before Election 
Day, you should take your ballot to USPS no later than the 
day before Election Day and ensure a postmark as follows:
•	 If you use a postage label purchased at a USPS customer 

service window or vending machine, the date on the 
label is the postmark. This is the USPS recommended way 
to postmark your ballot.

•	 If you use postage stamps, ask that it be postmarked.
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